Five Possible Motivations for Disobedience

“Why is my child acting this way?”
1.
Children can be motivated to disobedient thinking and behavior by tensions displayed in the home.


Examples:  Financial tensions, parental marital problems, discipline issues related to another sibling, family tension with neighbors, parental work related issues, tension with grandparents (in-laws), tension in the church that affect the family, etc.
2.
Children can be motivated by the influence of an unbiblical model.

Examples:  Parental or marital roles of one or both parents unbiblical, ungodly anger modeled in the home, a parent in rebellion to a higher authority, as Mom against Dad or Dad against boss, ungodly examples of lying, cheating, stealing, etc. by someone in the home, etc.
3.
Children can be motivated by a present or past circumstance that they witnessed, heard, or experienced that is unknown to the parent.

Examples:  Perhaps sexual abuse of the child or a sibling, or some sort of trouble at school that the parent still doesn’t know about, or relational problems with child’s peer group,  etc.
4.
Children can be motivated by their own stubborn, rebellious, strong will.


Examples:  The child may choose a path of rebellion or to exercise their own stubborn and strong will in spite of proper parental teaching and modeling.  Adam and Eve did!
5. Children can be motivated by a breakdown or imbalance in nurture and admonition.

Examples:  Eph 6:4 calls for a balance in nurture (structured discipline – Heb 12:5-13) and admonition (a communication of God’s heart to my heart and my heart to my child’s heart so that my child’s heart might respond to God’s heart  all the days of his life – Dt 6:4-9).
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